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DESTINATION ¢ MALAYSIA

AT FULL
STEAM

Refresh, refuel and
recharge at a new Kuala Lumpur hotel

MERCEDES MAGUIRE

ouwouldn'twanttobe

caught outon thestreet

when Ithits. Butwatchinga

tropical thunderstormroll

overthe hiilsinto Kuala

Lumpur from acity rooftop
inthe centre of town isworth the
soaking. The Malaysian capital is hot
andhumid year round, with average
temperatures between 29 and 35C,
butadownpouristhe best way tocool
those conditionsalittle.

The typically Malaysian weather
phenomenon can be alittle off-
putting - aweek-long forecastof
thunderstorms is not uncommon for
thiscity ~butthey generally only
occurin the late afternoon and last
about10 minutes.

After athoroughdrenchinganda
loud rumble in the skies, the clouds
part, thesun shines and, If you hadn't
seen it, you would be none the wiser.

Thebustle of the city streetscan be
oppressive in Kuala Lumpur (not to
mention the humidity), soit'sa
welcome reliefto check inat our

. refuge, Oasia Suites,

It may be walking distance from

| the freneticeity centre, but once
inside, you mayaswell be a million
milesaway.

OasiaSuites is Far East

Hospitality’s first foray into Malaysia.
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It opened in early 2016 after a major
conversion of an old corporate
building, which meansevery room is
aslightlydifferent shape and
configuration. Butonethingisthe
same in everyroom of the all-suite
hotel - they all come with a fully self-
contained kitchenette, so travellers
have the option of preparing food if
they want to. There are laundry
facilitiestoo.

The hotel hasa “refresh, refuel and
recharge” mantra, visible in subtle
ways throughoutthe hotel. The
“refresh” element is obvious onlevel
24, where you'll find an indulgent
landscaped rooftop pool with sun
lounges recessed in the water.

If youwant totake aholiday from
kitchen duties, the ground floor
restaurant offers agood mixof
traditional Malaysian cuisine and
Western favourites, taking care of the
“refuel” partof the mantra.

IUs notdifficult to find where the
“recharge” elementcomesin. The
shiningcrown of the huge rooms are
the comfy, oversized beds alongside
floor-to-ceiling windows, which allow
forbedside views of the city.

Powerful showers {some with floor-

~ to*teflingwraparound windows) tick

offanother hotel room must-have.

Afive-minutewalk from the hotel
isEcoPark, whichgivesKLthe
distinction ofbeing the only cityin
the world with anatural rainforest
right inits CBD. Nicknamed
Pineapple Hill forthe facracastle was
once perched on this spotwith

pineapple plantsto protect it, today a
220m canopy allows you toenjoy
aerial views of the treetops and
surrounding city skyline from nine
observation decks.
Thebestpartisit’s free, although
you will need a ticket to enter, and
you can even camp for freeata
designated campingsite withinthe
forest, giving budget city
accommodation new meaning.
Anotherclose neighbourtothe
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hotelis KL Tower, a420mtall spire
that providesaview right acrossthe
cityineverydirection onaclear day.
Youcan have lunch, dinneror high
teain the revolving restaurant. Or, if
you'relimited for time, take thelift to
the observation deck 276mup.

Ifyou have the stomach forit, climb
alittle further to300m and step out
ontothe clear-bottom Sky Box, which
juts out from the side of the towerover
the city below. The fearless take home

amazing photos ofthemselves lying
face down overthecity.

Theotherskyscraperswortha
visitare the Petronas Towers, The
88-storey twin spiresare connected
byaskybridgeand youcantakea
45-minutetourofone ofthem,

On ourvisit, we enjoy the view of
the twin towers not from inside but
from next door at the ultra-luxe sky
baronlevel 57 of Petronas Tower 3.

Marini’s on 57 is the highest rooftop
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Air Asiaand Malaysian Airlines fly
direct from Sydney to Kuala Lumpur. A
range of other airlines fly indirect
routes to Kuala Lumpur from Sydnaw.
including Jetstar, Scoot, Virgin
Australia, Cathay Pacificand Emirates,

STAYING THERE
Oasia Suites Kuala Lumpur, 10 Lorong
P Ramlee, Kuala Lumpur.
stayfareast.com

WEATHER ‘
Kuala Lumpuris hotand humid all year
round, withtemperatures peaking in
February and March. Therearetwo
rainy seasons; from March to April and
from September to November.

GETTING THERE ‘
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barinKL. The floor-to-ceiling
windows and glass roof avé a perfect
city-viewing platform.

The Petronas Towers are a bit
further away from the hotel, but
still walkableifyoudon't mind a
20-minutestroll. Afterall, backin
your hotel, youcan indulgeinthe
i refresh, refizel
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